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The Vicious Circle: Race, Prison, Jobs, and Community in Chicago, Illinois, and the Nation
According to the article, “The Vicious Circle: Race, Prison, Jobs, and Community in Chicago, Illinois and the Nation” the great civil rights leaders and social justice proponent Martin Luther King together with his fellow activists wanted to bring to an end the challenges that were facing the blacks. They believed that the complex social forces were responsible for misery, endemic poverty, powerlessness, and isolation that was being experienced in the northern black ghetto. Martin Luther King together with his fellow activists were concerned about institutions and issues such as weakened family structures, the public welfare bureaucracy, racial discrimination in the labor market, inferior and segregated housing and schools. But, this seems not to have changed that much. If Martin Luther King could rise from death, he would be surprised to see the things that he fought for some decades ago are still being experienced recently in society. Currently, there seems to be growing inequality and poverty is deepening in the society as well as the uneven development within the criminal justice system across the whole United States.
According to the author, in recent decades, there has been carried out mass incarceration that has been directed towards fighting the war on drugs. This has been carried out in Chicago, Illinois as well as the whole world where there has been created a permanently criminalized group mainly comprising of male-African-Americans. This group of male African-Americans has been going into and coming out of the courts, prisons, and the most marginal sections of the community as well as the economy. Besides, the population of American prisons seems to have exploded in the last two decades. 
There was a perception in the society that there was been created a society of ex-offenders. This perception was reached after considering the number of offenders who were entering and living in the prisons. It was found that there were a set of offenders who were entering the prisons and after a short period, they got released. Back in 2002, it was found out that there were more than 600,000 people who were released daily throughout the year. This could be translated to mean that there were not less than 1,600 people who were getting released from prison. This group of the offenders who have been released into the society comprised of the drug and some other non-violent offenders. 
The war on drugs seems to be inclined towards the black community. The percentage of blacks who use drugs is only 15 percent, although those who have been arrested in connection with drug offenses are about 37 percent. Blacks also account for about 42 percent of the individuals who have been held in the federal prisons in connection with drug offenses and 62 percent of those in the state prisons.
The cost of incarceration seems to have become a big issue within the United States. A lot of money are been channeled to the prisons rather than in some other meaningful investments such as education and health as well as other investments. Taking, for instance, a state like Illinois which has appeared to rank poorly in various issues such as social and human service spending areas. Some of these social services include education and Medicaid reimbursement. The State of Illinois was been ranked 48th amongst all 50 states in the United States. It was found to be costing $20,637 per annum to house adult prisoners and $50,286 to incarcerate a juvenile in Illinois. The amount that the state of Illinois spends in incarcerating an adult was found to be four and half times what the state had allocated to be used within the education sector.
Mass incarceration has been associated with a negative impact on the African-American community. For instance, due to mass incarceration of the blacks, it has been pointed out to be contributing to high-poverty rates amongst the blacks. However, other factors could be pointed out to have contributed to the increasing poverty rates amongst the blacks. Some of these factors that have been thought to be also contributing to the increasing poverty rates amongst African-Americans such as:
a. Racial discrimination in hiring as well as promotion.
b. Geographic separation from the leading areas of job growth.
c. They have been locked out in the competitive job markets due to low skills and poor schools. 
In conclusion, it appears that what Martin Luther King was fighting for some decades ago has not been realized. For instance, one of the things that he was fighting for is the end of racial injustices which appears to be worsening in recent years. He also fought to end inequality and poverty. However, in recent, it appears that the gap between the African-Americans and the Whites. 
